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SUBJECT: COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN (CTB): CONSULTATIONS WITH 
FRENCH 

1 . POLITICO-MILITARY AFFAIRS DIRECTOR GELB MET WITH FRENCH 
CHARGE BOYER MARCH 24 TO REVIEW ARMS CONTROL SUBJECTS ON 
EVE OF SECRETARY VANCE'S DEPARTURE TO MOSCOW. DRAWING ON 
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PRESIDENT'S STATEMENTS AND GELB MARCH 21 STATEMENT TO NORTH 
ATLANTIC COUNCIL, GELB REVIEWED SALT, CTB, MBFR, INDIAN 
OCEAN, CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS, ANTI-SATELLITE CAPABIL- 
ITIES, AND PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF MISSILE LAUNCHES. 

2. ON TEST BAN, GELB NOTED PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL FOR US- 
SOVIET BILATERAL MORATORIUM ON NUCLEAR TESTING FOR TWO, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


THREE OR FOUR YEARS, EXPLAINING THAT IF OTHER NATIONS CARED 
TO ASSOCIATE WITH IT, THIS WOULD BE WELCOMED, BUT IT WAS 
NOT A PRECONDITION. US WAS PREPARED TO HEAR SOVIETS OUT ON 
PNES, BUT WE DID NOT FAVOR THEM. GET ,B SPECIFICALLY NOTED 
THAT: 


A) OUR TEST BAN INITIATIVE WAS NOT INTENDED TO GIVE PROBLEMS 
TO OUR ALLIES, IN PARTICULAR FRANCE; 

B) US OF COURSE WOULD WELCOME IT IF FRANCE OR OTHERS CHOSE 
TO ASSOCIATE WITH A CESSATION OF TESTING; 

C) SUCH A CESSATION OF TESTING WOULD NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT 
NATO STRATEGY OR TARGETING. IN OUR JUDGMENT, A CTB WAS 
NOT TO OUR MILITARY DISADVANTAGE; 

D) BEFORE GOING FORWARD WITH SPECIFIC CTB NEGOTIATIONS, WE 
WOULD CONSULT WITH OUR ALLIES, INCLUDING FRANCE. 

3. BOYER NOTED FRENCH POSITION WAS THAT A CERTAIN TIME 
WAS NEEDED FOR OTHER MILITARY TESTS. FRANCE WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT JOIN ANY MORATORIUM AT PRESENT. BOYER DID NOT RPT 
NOT KNOW ABOUT THE FUTURE. BOYER ADDED THAT, AS GELB HAD 
NOTED, THERE WAS THE HOPE THAT A US-SOVIET CESSATION OF 
TESTING WOULD BE JOINED BY OTHER POWERS IN THE FUTURE. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, GELB CONFIRMED POSITION OF 
ADMINISTRATION FAVORING RATIFICATION OF THRESHOLD TEST BAN 
TREATY. 
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